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From the President 

 

WE are now in 2017 and will be back in our 

clubhouse soon. I thank you all for your perseverance 

playing Bridge at the Gaythorne Bowls Club. The 

attendance has been great and most of our members 

enjoyed the kind hospitality and adjusted playing 

times. I sincerely thank Graham, Des and John from 

the Gaythorne Bowls Club for making us welcome 

and looking after us during the 8 weeks we played at 

their clubhouse. 

The festive season is over and we had a low key 

Christmas party but it was still enjoyed by around 70 

members. I wish everyone a healthy and enjoyable 

2017 and of course playing Bridge in a friendly 

atmosphere at your Arana Bridge Club. 

Our clubhouse has been levelled and drainage 

around the building improved. Ceilings and walls 

have been repaired and doors fixed. The building will 

be monitored for a year to see if it stays level and then 

the Council will decide if more repairs are needed. 

In the meantime I hope we can freshen up the 

inside and change some layouts of furniture and 

notice boards. I would like some volunteers to assist 

with painting, small jobs and cleaning up. There will 

be more info at our AGM meeting on the 14
th
 of 

February. 

 Arana Teams Congress will be on the 12
th
 of 

February. If you want to participate enter your team 

now or you could miss out. We again need some 

members to volunteer to make the day a success. 

Please contact Alan Norman if you wish to assist. 

Since there are times our clubhouse is not used, 

maybe we can play other games at those times. Our 

first thought was Mahjong or Chess. Anybody that 

wants to assist investigating this please contact me. 

Dawn Benes emailed me about a new website 

that's available (Pianola) which has more details of 

your daily play results. I will investigate it but for the 

time being we stay with our website results info. 

I invite you all to attend our AGM meeting on the 

14
th
 of February. Members who are interested in 

becoming committee members please nominate and 

put your name in the box. We are in need of a 

secretary as Tony Agar steps down but he will stay 

on as a committee member. 

An agenda will be up at the clubhouse 2 weeks 

prior to the AGM. 

I want to remind everyone that if you change 

address, email or phone number, please inform the 

club so we can contact you when it is needed. We are 

sending the new membership renewal notices by email 

this month. 

I wish you all happy Bridging and I look forward 

to leading your club in 2017 as President again. 

Robert van Beest  (President) 

 

Welcome  
Welcome to Kerry Baillie who recently joined the 

club. 
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Tony’s tip 
Opening Leads- The Trump lead 

It is often said that “when in doubt lead trumps”. 

This is not sound advice. Certainly trumps should 

often be led but not when you are in doubt. The trump 

lead is most properly made when you think the 

dummy has a short suit. So if you start removing 

dummy’s trumps immediately you are negating his 

trumping power, the main value of the hand. 

Only the bidding will tell you if dummy will have 

a short suit. Say declarer has bid two suits, spades 

and hearts and dummy returns to spades. It is 

probable that dummy is short in hearts and declarer 

will plan to trump losing hearts in dummy. The lead 

of a trump will spoil his plan. 

Therefore it is reasonable to state that against two 

suited hands (ie spades and hearts in this example) 

that a trump opening is indicated. 

Another case suggesting a trump lead due to 

dummy having a probable short suit is where the 

bidding proceeds as follows: 

 Declarer  Dummy 

 1 spade  2 spades 

 4 spades 

If you are on opening lead and hold some values in 

high cards (you may even have a opening hand of 

your own but unable to enter the bidding), then you 

may deduce that dummy will have a short suit and 

therefore valued his strength on distributional values. 

Declarer has a very strong hand because he has 

jumped to game as soon as he received a raise. You 

have good values so there is not much left in high 

cards for dummy to have. So his raise must have been 

made on distribution rather than high cards. 

Conclusion-lead a trump. 

Trump leads are usually very effective when your 

partner has opened one no trump and the opponents 

subsequently play the hand. Your partner has the 

majority of the high card points. The opponents will 

therefore need to take advantage of a favourable 

distribution to be successful and therefore use their 

trumps for ruffing purposes. Therefore to stifle this 

power and to promote your partner’s high cards, lead 

a trump and continue to do so unless something 

appears in the dummy that causes you change your 

mind. 

Tony Agar 

Important dates 
Monday 16 January (estimated!) return to our 

clubhouse. 

 

 

 

Presentation 
On Friday, 28 October, the Hon Jane Prentice MP 

presented an Australian flag to the club. She is seen 

below handing the flag to President Robert. 

 
 

Melbourne Cup Day 
Members enjoyed a good day of Bridge and watched 

the running of this classic Oz race. Jenny Walker 

(below) models her cup day fascinator. 

 

Masterpoint movements 
NEW rankings for Arana home club members for the 

period to 30th November 2016 

Graduate Master  Christine Le Bon 

    Vivienne Vessey   

Club Master   Carmel Fox 

    Olivia Jackson 

    Jo Mammen 

Local Master  Philip Chappel 

    Flemming Scholler 

*Local Master  Warren Tealby 

State Master   Sue Norton 

    Cynthia Sharp 

Robert Matthew (MP Sec)  
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Christmas Party 
Below are Liane Morris and Robyn Grills wearing the 

latest in festive and fun headgear. 

 

Maureen Pears shone at the piano. 

 

 

Help With Play 
The Barrier Principle 

As an Opener your Barrier is the 2-level of your 

opening suit. Any immediate rebid in a new suit 

above this level is called a Reverse bid and shows 

16+ points. The same situation applies to your 

partner (responder). 

Examples:  

Openr Rspndr or Openr Rspndr 

1D 1S  1C 1H 

2H 

(16+) 

  2D 

(16+) 

 

     

Openr Rspndr or Openr Rspndr 

1D 1NT  P 1D 

2H 

(16+) 

  1S 2H 

(16+) 

OPENER - Your opening bid of one of a suit covers 

a large range of points (12-21 generally) 

RESPONDER - Your first response at the 1-level 

shows 6+ points and your first response at the 2-level 

shows 10+ points. 

But what then? When a partnership understands 

“Barrier” and “Reverse Bids” you will raise the 

precision of your bidding. 

OPENER – If the opener’s 2
nd

 bid is below their 

barrier their point range narrows to 12-15. 

i.e. 1H – 2C  

      2D - shows at least 5H’s and at least 4D’s and 

12-15 points 

      BUT 

     1H – 2C 

     2S - shows at least 5H’s and 4S’s and 16-21 

points 

RESPONDER – A 2C response to partner’s 1S 

opening only says 10+ points and 4+C’s and is 

FORCING if responder has NOT previously passed. 

BUT if responder then bids above 3C’s (responder’s 

barrier) the bid is at least Game Force. 

i.e. 1H – 1S 

      2C – 2D (new suit forcing) - but if:- 

  – 3D by responder (above barrier of 2S is 

Game Force and shows 5S’s and 4+D’s. 

 

Try your rebid on these hands: 

You open 1D and partner responds 1S: 

What do you rebid with: 

1 2 3 4 

♠ 4 ♠ Q1084 ♠ Q1084 ♠ 86 

♥ KQJ10 ♥ 3 ♥ K86 ♥ KQ83 

♦ AQJ84 ♦ AQ1074 ♦ A832 ♦ KJ107 

♣ AK3 ♣ AQ6 ♣ A9 ♣ A83 

Answers: 

1. 2H - Above your barrier of 2D and implies D are 

longer than H. It’s forcing partner for 1 more 

round. 

2. 3S – You know you have at least a 4-4 trump fit. You 

can now re-evaluate your hand to 18 points. 

Your partner knows your lower point range is 

16 and may pass. With 19/20 points you would 

have bid 4S. 19/20 + 6 (partner’s minimum) = 

25/26 points required for game. 

3. 2S - A fit! And your bid shows 13-15 points. It’s up 

to partner now. 

4. 1NT – You are showing 13-15 points and a balanced 

(NT shape) hand. 

Jim Taylor 
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Volunteers for Thursdays 
VOLUNTEERS are needed to help Val Acklin and 

John Murphy at the “Help with Play” sessions. This 

happy band of Bridge lovers and  learners play on 

Thursdays, 1pm to 4pm. 

Duties may include preparing afternoon tea, taking 

the money, putting out cards and Bridgemates, 

partnering a player, clearing afternoon tea, and/or 

tidying the kitchen after tea.  

Your help ought only be needed every 5 to 6 

weeks. Volunteers do not pay table fees. It is a most 

enjoyable afternoon. 

People willing to help – or wanting more 

information about helping, please contact Jenny 

Walker on 0438 598907 or 3359 8907 or email her at 

mandjwalker@tpg.com.au. 

 

Did you ever wonder Why? 
1… WHY: Why do men's clothes have buttons on the 

right while women's clothes have buttons on the left? 

BECAUSE: When buttons were invented, they were 

very expensive and worn primarily by the rich. Since 

most people are right-handed, it is easier to push 

buttons on the right through holes on the left. Because 

wealthy women were dressed by maids, dressmakers 

put the buttons on the maid's right! And that's where 

women's buttons have remained since. 

2.... WHY: Why do ships and aircraft use 'mayday' as 

their call for help? 

BECAUSE: This comes from the French word m'aidez 

- meaning 'help me' - and is pronounced, 

approximately, 'mayday.' 

3.... WHY Why are zero scores in tennis called 'love'? 

BECAUSE: In France, where tennis became popular, 

the round zero on the scoreboard looked like an egg and 

was called 'l'oeuf,' which is French for 'the egg.' When 

tennis was introduced in the US, Americans (naturally), 

mispronounced it 'love.'  

4.... WHY: Why do X's at the end of a letter signify 

kisses? 

BECAUSE: In the Middle Ages, when many people 

were unable to read or write, documents were often 

signed using an X. Kissing the X represented an oath to 

fulfill obligations specified in the document. The X and 

the kiss eventually became synonymous. 

5... WHY: Why is shifting responsibility to someone 

else called 'passing the buck'? 

BECAUSE: In card games, it was once customary to 

pass an item, called a buck, from player to player to 

indicate whose turn it was to deal. If a player did not 

wish to assume the responsibility of dealing, he would 

'pass the buck' to the next player. 

6… WHY: Why do people clink their glasses before 

drinking a toast? 

BECAUSE: In earlier times it used to be common for 

someone to try to kill an enemy by offering him a 

poisoned drink. To prove to a guest that a drink was 

safe, it became customary for a guest to pour a small 

amount of his drink into the glass of the host. Both men 

would drink it simultaneously. When a guest trusted his 

host, he would only touch or clink the host's glass with 

his own. 

7… WHY: Why are people in the public eye said to be 

'in the limelight'? 

BECAUSE: Invented in 1825, limelight was used in 

lighthouses and theatres by burning a cylinder of lime 

which produced a brilliant light. In the theatre, a 

performer 'in the limelight' was the Centre of attention. 

8... WHY: Why is someone who is feeling great 'on 

cloud nine'? 

BECAUSE: Types of clouds used to be numbered 

according to the altitudes they attain, with nine being 

the highest cloud. If someone is said to be on cloud 

nine, that person is floating well above worldly cares. 

9… WHY: In golf, where did the term 'Caddie' come 

from? 

BECAUSE: 

When Mary Queen of Scots went to France as a young 

girl, Louis, King of France, learned that she loved the 

Scots game 'golf.' He had the first course outside of 

Scotland built for her enjoyment. To make sure she was 

properly chaperoned (and guarded) while she played, 

Louis hired cadets from a military school to accompany 

her. Mary liked this a lot and when she returned to 

Scotland (not a very good idea in the long run), she 

took the practice with her. In French, the word cadet is 

pronounced ‘ca-day' and the Scots changed it into 

caddie. 

10… WHY: Why are many coin collection jar banks 

shaped like pigs? 

BECAUSE: Long ago, dishes and cookware in Europe 

were made of dense orange clay called 'pygg'. When 

people saved coins in jars made of this clay, the jars 

became known as 'pygg banks.' When an English potter 

misunderstood the word, he made a container that 

resembled a pig. And it caught on. 

And now you know the origins of some of our 

strange customs..... 
 

Editor:     Michael Walker  ph 3359 8907 

Email:      mandjwalker@tpg.com.au 

Contributions may be by email (preferred) or 

by placing a note in the ideas box at the 

clubhouse 
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